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Fulvia Luciano, CONTINUED from Page 37

“All of my curiosity and thirst
for knowledge, instilled in me by

my parents, led me to explore, and | |## :

I wanted to experience everything
about fiber or textile art. I wanted
to draw and write on the fabric,

and paint it. I wanted to dye my 53

own fabrics with dyes developed |
by me, and I wanted to explore
how stitching affected not only the
look, but how it affected the feel of
the fabric. So I taught myself all of
those things.”

She often focuses on one aspect
of her work for a period of time.
As she puts it, “I'll usually work for a
week or two in one discipline of my art
and build up a body of dyed or print-
ed fabric. I then pull from all of these
parts to form the piece I'm working on
at the time. The last, main element of
the work is the stitching. I use my sew-
ing machine like a prism of color pen-
cils. The different colors of thread are
like different pencil colors. For me the
stitching parallels a lot of the printing
on the fabric. I like to be succinct, di-
rect, and focused.”

The preferred term is fiber or tex-
tile art, though some call it fabric art.
Fabric, however, is more the term for
the main component, like you might
say oil painting. While hand-dyed or
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handmade fabric is
itself a work of art
and high craft, in
fiber or textile art,
the fabric is one of
many elements that
form the final work.
Luciano prefers to
simply call herself
“an artist.” This is
indeed appropriate
because at the level
and skill with which
she creates her fin-
ished art, she is a
master of several different forms of art
that she compiles according to the vi-
sion she sees at that time. To label her

ard
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as simply a fiber or textile
artist is more limiting and doesn’t ac-
knowledge the openness or expansive-
ness of her tremendous talent.

“I make certain that everything I do
is finished, that the highest consider-
ation is given to the quality,” Fulvia
notes as she shows the stitching behind
a piece where the viewer will never see.
“It’'s my soul, my brain, my passion, my
memories that go into my work. All I
have to offer is everything that I have
to offer. I don’t judge the viewer. I do
art and make things because I want to.
I'm satisfied with my work and what I

do, though I'm always trying to learn
more about it, discover new things.

“When I'm finished. I send my art
out to do its job. I tell it, ‘Go be seen.”

Her art did its job in Houston. It was
seen, and that sightline traveled back
to York County. It’s something that you
need to see as well.

o

Bill Henson is one of the publish-
ers and editors of YC Magazine and
is also a freelance writer. You can
reach him at 803-980-7098 or
at pub@ycmagazine.com.
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